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Welcome to another edi;on of YMURmurs newsle"er. This edi;on includes reports on a couple of flyaways, a 

visit to Southport Flying Club, a visit from CASA about changes to Ballina airspace, info about the Back to 

Murwillumbah Fly-in on 2-3 May and our State of Origin Comp in June. 

Please let us know if you have any sugges;ons on things you’d like to see included and how we could make it 

more interes;ng or relevant to your world of avia;on.  

Email us at:   news@ymur.com.au 

Philip Arthur & Bill Dennis    

President: Martyn Jackson 0410 669 704   

Secretary: Bruce Gard 0418 518 000    
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Snippets from February commi3ee mee4ng 

Three aviators applied for membership. 

• Jonathan Rodda, who lives near Canungra, is originally from South Australia where he flew gliders 

from age 13 as a member of the Naracoorte aeroclub. He flew for Qantas for 23 years and instructed 

for a few years. He also had a few years flying Islanders for Coastwatch. AZer joining Qantas quite 

young he had 8 years flying long hauls in 747s as second officer. This was followed by 12 years flying 

short haul, then back to long haul, and now flying 737s short haul. It’s 26 years since he flew a 172 but 

he’s keen to get back into one. Now has about 18,000 hours. 

• Francis Fung, originally from Hong Kong, is from Clear Island Waters and gained his CPL from Airways 

Avia;on 6 months ago. He hadn’t flown much un;l recently and now has about 200 hours. He intends 

to do his mul;engine ra;ng soon and will try to stay in Australia long term.  

• Paul Kelly lives in Robina and completed his CPL at the beginning of 2025 at Airways Avia;on but 

hasn’t flown much since. He originally wanted to fly commercial but doesn’t want to any more. He’s 

found it’s more difficult than he thought to get a job and there’s a “huge cost to get qualified”. He has 

a passion for private flying. Paul works in the Oil and gas industry for the Bechtel construc;on 

company, mainly construc;ng LNG refineries. He hasn’t done any flying apart from with Airways and 

has about 160 hours so far. 

David Charles from Ga"on Airpark dropped into the mee;ng. He is a former member of MAC, having joined in 

1975. He helped to build our clubhouse building when it was only a single floor. When he was a member here 

they held a flyin each year of vintage aeroplanes and lined them up along the runway. He and some others 

decided to hold a “Back to Murbah” weekend and they came up with the date of 2-3 May this year.  It could be 

over one or two nights. He said there are lots of interested people. So far 8 people say they want to fly in. On 

Sunday 3 May we would be holding our flying comp day so we could combine it with the fly-in as a sort of open 

day.  

David said there are over 20 planes hangered at Ga"on. They have a social club at Ga"on that holds an annual 

fly-in in the middle of June. MAC is invited to a"end.  

In December we used lots of fuel so got below 1000 litres and got fuel within 2 days.  

The end of year party will be held on the 29th November this year to avoid the Christmas rush. 

RYC flew 62.7 hours for January which must be almost a record. 

The Southport charity breakfast on 28 Feb was discussed.  

Snippets from March commi3ee mee4ng 

RYC flew 22.7hours in February.  

There is currently 4800 L fuel remaining so we will look at ordering some more. 

The 100 hourly was completed in February. The hand brake was fixed and new o-rings were installed in the 

wheel cylinders. 

The radios were checked by Cam aZer reports that there were malfunc;ons but he did not find any issues with 

them. There can be confusion over opera;on of the radios for pilot and passengers so a simple opera;on guide 

appears in this newsle"er to remind members how to operate them. There may be some issues with various 

headsets so the radios should be adjusted each ;me before you fly to suit your individual headsets. 
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The February flying comp went well despite gelng off to a late start due to weather but everyone enjoyed the 

cooked breakfast while they waited for the clouds to clear. Jason won with 55pts. Bill was second and Nick 

third. 

Gary Clarke is organising a mini open day on April 12th. About  6 young people have registered their interest in 

a"ending. Gary has a 30 minute powerpoint presenta;on that he will talk to.  

The mee;ng with two CASA reps was discussed. See ar;cle later in the newsle"er. 

17 members turned up on 17th January for our working bee and did an amazing job of cleaning up the 

clubhouse, the hangar, RYC and around the airstrip markers.  

 

Wa3s Bridge breakfast Sunday 15th March 

There will be a fly-in breakfast at Wa"s Bridge airfield this Sunday. It’s always a popular event with 20 or so 

aircraZ flying in. 
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Mini open day on April 12th  

Come along to our mini open day on April 12th where we plan to run a pilot briefing session before the fly comp  

This will be a session from 8.30am to 9.30am upstairs in the clubhouse. The purpose of the session is to 

provide budding pilots with a "How to get started in avia;on as a pilot" session. The content will include  

1. Gelng an ARN 

2. Gelng a medical 

3. Gelng an ASIC  

4. What a TIF involves 

5. What books to purchase 

6. Headset op;ons  

7. Maps / Charts.  

We plan to have a starter kit ready for them which includes the ARN applica;on form, DAME contacts and 

loca;ons, ASIC requirements, recommended books / log book, headset op;ons and costs...etc  This can be a 

handout in the morning so they can go away and start the process of gelng ready to fly.  

 

Back to Murwillumbah Fly-in May 2-3 

A group of former YMUR flyers is organising a fly-in for vintage and other aircraZ to be held at YMUR on the 

weekend of 2-3 May. The picture below is from a similar fly-in held at YMUR in the early 1980s, taken from the 

clubhouse. It gives a hint of the turnout then. The organisers expect people will fly in on Saturday 2nd and some 

will stay overnight. They are talking to the Murwillumbah Lions Club about providing a barbecue for a"endees 

on the Saturday evening and Sunday morning. MAC members are invited to a"end and join in the ac;vi;es. 

There will be no MAC flying comp that day. 
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Ballina Airspace changes from 9th July 2026 

 

On Thursday 5th March Ballina two CASA representa;ves visited our clubhouse to talk about imminent changes 

to the airspace around Ballina. Anthony Nugent is the Manager of Office of Airspace Regula;on, based in 

Brisbane and Anthony Lawler is an airspace projects specialist, based in Canberra. 

 

The airspace around Ballina has been the site of some incidents in past years so in 2017 CASA formally 

recognised the airspace risks and started to look at ways to avoid risks and keep aircraZ separated. Ini;ally they 

put in a radio service but it created a few more problems than it solved such as radio frequency conges;on.  

Later a mandatory broadcast area was introduced but it was s;ll not good enough. More recently a flight 

informa;on service was introduced and that’s what is opera;ng now, with air traffic controllers based in 

Brisbane. When approaching the Ballina area, we need to ask them for a code and they’ll provide traffic info. 

However, this arrangement s;ll has problems.  

 

In November 2023 CASA decided to install actual control services at Ballina. There have been controlled 

airspace steps designed as shown in the image below, extracted from the Casa consulta;on hub. Red lines are 

the preliminary proposal and the blue are the preferred design aZer consulta;on. 

h"ps://consulta;on.casa.gov.au/stakeholder-engagement-group/ballina-preferred-airspace-design/  
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A new VTC will be published on 16th April and the new airspace will become ac;ve on 9th July. It will be a Delta 

CTR to 1500Z AMSL with Delta airspace above to 4500Z. There will be Charlie airspace above 4500Z. The 

control zone will be ac;ve from 7am – 8pm. We will need to squawk 3000 on the transponder and call up the 

tower and receive a response from the controller before entering the control zone, similar to Archerfield and 

Sunshine Coast. There will be a number of preferred visual approach waypoints. ERSA will be updated prior to 

July 9th. 

 

The tower will be manned with Air Services personnel from July but at some later stage it will change to 

remote opera;on, when controllers will sit in Brisbane.  

 

Two ALAs that are presently in the mandatory broadcast zone will in future be outside the CTR. These are 

Blueberry Fields and Alstonville South. Alstonville will be on Lismore frequency from 9th July. Blueberry Fields 

will probably be on the frequency used by Tyagarah and YMUR.  

 

Air Services/CASA will make another presenta;on to the club on the week commencing 3rd May. It will last 

approximately 2 hours and will be held on a week day evening. 

 

 

February Flying Day Results 

Name Normal Flapless Glide Total 

Brenton Smith 25 0 0 25 

Bill Dennis 25 0 5 30 

Mick Hennessey 15 0 0 15 

Stephen Gochman 0 0 5 5 

Gary Clarke 25 0 0 25 

Jason Prigoone 25 0 15 40 

Sherie Sunderland 25 0 0 25 

 

March Flying Day Results 

Name Normal Flapless Glide Total 

Bill Dennis 5 15 0 20 

Nick ChrisUan 0 5 0 5 

Sherie Sunderland 0 0 0 0 

Jason Prigoone 25 25 5 55 

Gary Clarke 0 0 0 0 
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State of Origin comp 13th June 
 

A con;ngent from Redcliffe Aero Club will join us again for another state of origin flying comp on Saturday 

13th June. RAC members will fly down on Saturday morning and may stay overnight. Plans to be finalised 

closer to the date. 
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Interest in flyaways? 

We’d like to gauge interest in members for flyaways to nearby des;na;ons this year. We have ideas for single 

day trips to: 

• Yamba (Palmers Island) for lunch at the beach 

• Evans Head avia;on museum plus lunch at the surfclub 

• Straddie Breakfast at Dunwich (every 3rd Saturday of the month) 

• Ga"on Airpark for lunch (we’ve been invited there by residents) 

Also a couple of ideas for trips further afield: 

• Southern coastal flying weekend – Coffs, Nambucca Heads, Port Macquarie, Old Bar, and/or Forster 

• Scone avia;on museum/Mudgee 

• Temora airshow weekend 

• Whitsundays safari anchored around the Shute Harbour Runway Dinner on Saturday 12th September  

 
Yamba 

 

Ga'on Airpark 

If there is interest, some members have access to aircraZ apart from RYC so we could go as a group. Talk to 

Philip Arthur if you’re interested. Meanwhile the following pages show a few events that are coming up. 
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The Quiz 

1. An aircraZ wan;ng to fly for maximum endurance would fly at what al;tude? 

A. Full thro"le height to stay aloZ for maximum ;me 

B. Cri;cal height to stay aloZ for maximum ;me 

C. Minimum al;tude to travel maximum distance 

D. Minimum al;tude to stay aloZ for maximum ;me 

2. Refer to the following TAF for Merimbula (YMER). 

TAF AMD YMER 082315Z 0800/0812 02020G35KT 9999 -RA BKN030 BKN100 FM080500 25015KT 9999 -RASH 

BKN025 

INTER 0804/0808 3000 -TSRA SCT010 SCT050CB 

INTER 0808/0812 5000 BKN010 

T 18 18 17 15 Q 1003 1003 1008 1009 

If your ETA at YMER is 080815 UTC, the lowest visibility forecast for your arrival is? 

A. 8000 m 

B. 10 km 

C. 5000 m 

D. 3000 m  

3. While cruising at A045 OCTA you no;ce that another aircraZ is converging on you from the leZ at the same 

level. You should? 

A. Give way to the other aircraZ 

B. Maintain your present height and heading but be prepared to take ac;on to avoid a collision if 

necessary 

C. Climb to pass over the other aircraZ 

D. Descent to pass under the other aircraZ  

4. At a non-towered aerodrome, the latest recommended posi;on at which an aircraZ should join the circuit 

is? 

A. On the downwind leg abeam the upwind threshold 

B. On the downwind leg at mid-field 

C. On the crosswind leg 

D. On the upwind leg  

5. A METAR is rou;nely issued? 

A. at 12 hourly intervals 

B. on the hour and half hour 

C. on the hour 
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D. whenever one or more observed meteorological elements meet specified criteria significant to 

avia;on  

6. What is the effect of increased pressure al;tude on take-off distance? 

A. It increases the take-off distance 

B. It has no effect on take-off distance 

C. It improves engine performance 

D. It decreases the take-off distance 

7. Two aircraZ of the same type are flying near each other in ISA condi;ons, but aircraZ 1 is at 4000 Z AMSL 

with 1013 HPA set on the al;meter subscale, and aircraZ 2 at 4500 Z AMSL with 1003 HPa set. The actual 

ver;cal separa;on between the aircraZ is closest to? 

A. 500 Z 

B. 200 Z 

C. 800 Z 

D. 850 Z 

8. Given the airport eleva;on is 900 Z AMSL. If the pilot sets the QNH, the barometric al;meter reading would 

be? 

A. Always the pressure al;tude 

B. Always the density height 

C. Always the pressure height 

D. 900 Z 

9. TAS and IAS are the same at? 

A. All al;tudes provided it is ISA temperature at all al;tudes 

B. At any al;tude provided there is no instrument error 

C. At any al;tude provided there is no instrument error or posi;on (pressure) error 

D. At sea level, in ISA condi;ons, with no posi;on or instrument errors 

10. What forces act through the Centre of Gravity (CG)? 

A. LiZ 

B. Weight 

C. Drag 

D. Thrust 

E. All of these forces act through the CG 

 

ANSWERS ARE ON THE LAST PAGE 

 



YMUR Murmurs #7            Page 14  

 

 

A simple guide to RYC’s GMA 340 audio panel 
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Murwillumbah Aero Club 

Calendar 2026 
Updated 09 Mar 2026 

Month DATE 
TIME 

(NSW) 

TIME 

(QLD)   
January Sun 18 Jan 08:00 07:00 Working bee at clubrooms (Garden and Interior) 

February 
Sun 1 Feb 26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp 

Mon 9 Feb '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

March 
Sun 1 Mar '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp 

Mon 9 Mar '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

April 

Sun 12 Apr '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 13 Apr '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sat 25 Apr '26     Anzac Day Fly Over 

May 

Sat 2 May '26     Back to Murwillumbah fly-in Day 1 

Sun 3 May '26     Back to Murwillumbah fly-in Day 2 

Sun 3 May '26 08:00 No flying comp due fly-in 

Mon 11 May '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

June 

Sun 7 Jun '26 08:00 
Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

     1hr Pilot info session in clubroom 

Mon 15 Jun '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sat 13 Jun '26     "State of Origin" spot landing comp at YMUR 

Sat 27 Jun '26     Gatton Airpark Breakfast Fly-in 

Tue 30 Jun '26   Club Membership renewal deadline 

July 
Sun 5 Jul '26 08:00 

Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Club Open Day  

Mon 13 Jul '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

August 
Sun 2 Aug '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 10 Aug '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

September 

Sun 6 Sep '26 00:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Sat 12 Sep '26     
Shute Harbour Runway Dinner 

Possible fly-away 

Mon 14 Sep '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

  08:00 Inter Club Challenge 

October 
Sun 4 Oct '26 08:00 07:00 

Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

1hr Info session  

Mon 12 Oct '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

November 

Sun 1 Nov '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 9 Nov '26 19:00 18:00 Annual General Meeting 

Sun 29 Nov '26 12:00 11:00 End of Year Party / Presentations 

December Mon 7 Dec '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 
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RYC currency reminder 

Just a reminder that members can only fly VH-RYC, our C172, solo if you’re current flying that par;cular 

aircraZ. Every plane is different so even if you’ve flown another 172 you’re only “current” if you’ve flown RYC as 

PIC within the past 90 days. This s;pula;on is a requirement of our insurance policy. You have to write your 

due date for currency on the invoice before you fly. If you haven’t flown in the past 90 days, a check flight with 

one of our approved instructor members will set you up to go solo. Call one of the following instructors to 

arrange a ;me for a check flight: 

 

The Flight Docket  

Our flight docket (as shown to the 

right) that must be filled out when you 

hire C172 RYC.  

Please fill out all parts of the form 

each 1me you fly including date and 

1me of your flight. This helps our 

bookkeeper immensely. 

Also remember that it’s up to you as 

pilot in command to include any 

landing/parking fees (if applicable) 

along with hours flown in your invoice 

and pay them within a couple of days 

of each flight. To make things easier 

we’ve posted a list of the most 

common landing strips in the local area 

on the no;ce board along with the 

cost for landing/parking at each one. 

Please check this list first and add the 

relevant amount to your invoice aZer 

you’ve completed your flight. If the 

airstrip or airport isn’t listed, please 

contact the ARO of the relevant 

loca;on and ask them what the 

landing fee/parking fee (if anything) is. 

And if you buy fuel away from YMUR 

you may deduct an amount for the fuel 

from your bill. If the fuel costs you less 

per litre than at YMUR then deduct the amount you actually paid. If it costs more, then deduct the amount you 

would’ve paid at YMUR for that many litres. So if you fill up at Bourke and it costs you $4 per litre, only deduct 

the amount it would’ve costed you at YMUR (say for example $2.90). 

We appreciate all members’ co-opera;on with filling out the form, including all landing fees, each ;me you hire 

the aircraZ. Also note that the hire rate is currently $270 per hour. 

Gary 0409 646 242    Cam 0488 198 544 

Dominic 0423 283 893 Jason 0402 765 317 
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Orchid Beach Flyaway 22nd February 

By Philip Arthur 

Hot on the heels of RYCs 100 hourly, two aircraZ from MAC - Sherie, Jason and Dean in one aircraZ and Bill, 

Stephen and me in the other - flew up to Orchid Beach on Fraser Island/Kgari on Sunday 22nd Feburary. It was 

originally meant to be a Redcliffe Aero Club flyaway but we ended up outnumbering the RAC guys as only one 

plane flew in from there with Paul and Kelly. However, there were a few other aircraZ up there with flyers from 

Amberley, Toowoomba etc.  

Bill was PIC for the flight up and it was 

a great flight even though we had a 

bit of cloud to contend with. 

Originally planning to climb to 8500Z 

and pass over Brisbane, Bill asked for 

a code from Brisbane Centre and we 

took off to the north. However, some 

pesky cloud got in the way so as we 

were flying VFR we had to head out 

towards Straddie. Over the Gold Coast 

the could cleared enough so we could 

climb. By that ;me though there were 

other larger aircraZ in the vicinity and 

Brisbane just happened to change the 

ac;ve runway so our climb was 

slowed while the transi;on occurred 

and un;l we were well clear of other 

traffic. By the ;me we reached 

Morton Island we were at 8500 Z and 

above the clouds. 
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With the help and guidance of Brisbane Centre and Brisbane Approach we remained at 8500Z over the top of 

the Sunshine Coast and Noosa. We exited controlled airspace and descended just before Double Island Point 

for the flight up the coast of Fraser Island at about 2500Z. 

There were a few aircraZ approaching YORC ahead of us so we joined downwind as the last of them landed and 

turned onto Final for RWY 12.  

 

Soon aZer we joined the other aircraZ on the apron.  

 

We were ready for a pub lunch but unfortunately there was some “spillage” of a “flammable liquid” in the 

kitchen that meant they refused to open for lunch so aZer wai;ng and chalng for an hour or so we decided to 

cut our losses and head to Redcliffe where we could refuel RYC and have a drink and a chat with the RAC guys.  

On the way back I was PIC and we flew at 2500Z passing over Lake McKenzie with its white sand and crystal-

clear blue water then on via Inskip Point and Rainbow Beach. At NOSA we were cleared to fly through Class D 

at Sunny Coast and on to Redcliffe. AZer a couple of Zeros and topping up the fuel we headed back to YMUR, 

but not before Stephen jumped ship, preferring to fly back to YBCG in a Cessna Caravan that a mate of his just 

happened to land in while we were wai;ng to depart.  

So, with just Bill as passenger I “threaded the needle” between Amberley, Archerfield and the Greenbank Firing 

Range. We flew past danger area D623 where apparently the Queensland Rocketry Society carry out launchings 

from ;me to ;me. Not good to fly over it at less than 5000Z if it’s ac;ve.  
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The last bit of the flight was very scenic flying down the Numinbah Valley and popping out into the Tweed 

Valley only a few minutes west of YMUR.  

Although the runway at YORC is a bit bumpy it’s s;ll a great place to fly into. I have been there before and the 

pub food isn’t too bad when the kitchen’s open. I’d recommend it to anyone who hasn’t been there before.  
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Charity Breakfast at Southport Flying Club  
 

By Philip Arthur 

 

On Saturday 28th February Southport held a breakfast to raise funds for Angel Flight. 

Originally, they had 40 planes booked in but with cloudy, gusty weather and some rain 

forecast it was reduced to about 10 or 12 who actually flew in. RYC was one of the planes 

that flew in with Naomi and Troy rising to the challenge. Bruce and I were joined by Sherie 

and Jason on the ground but we all chose to drive there. 

 

It was a great way to meet a few aviators from other clubs and chat about flying and of 

course to support Angel Flight. 
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Flying safaris in the “olden days” 

by Bill Dennis 

Gone are the days when we used AvFax for accessing weather and NOTAMs, and pre=y much also 

gone are the days of NDBs, DMEs and VORs. However, it’s worth remembering that not so long ago 

there was no such thing as the internet and GPS was a novelty and pre=y basic. How Kmes have 

changed. Bill Dennis wrote the following arKcle about one of several fly-aways he did in a Cessna 210 

from his home base in Latrobe Valley via Moorabbin. On this trip, Bill logged over 27 hours of flight 

Kme in 10 days, providing invaluable experience.  

The arKcle was printed in the monthly magazine produced by the AircraU Owners and Pilots 

AssociaKon (AOPA) in March and April 1995. It makes interesKng reading when you compare it to 

how we do things these days.  

 

Air safaris were more popular back in the day. Here is Bill with friends refuelling in Karumba in 1997. A pair of 

C210’s – VH-UCJ and VH-POO (really!) 

 

Camping at Mataranka, NT 
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To be conUnued next YMURmurs… 
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Quiz answers 

 
 

Ques1on 1 

An aircraZ wan;ng to fly for maximum endurance would fly at what al;tude? 

D. Minimum al1tude to stay aloE for maximum 1me 

Ques1on 2 

Refer to the following TAF for Merimbula (YMER). 

TAF AMD YMER 082315Z 0800/0812 02020G35KT 9999 -RA BKN030 BKN100 FM080500 25015KT 9999 -RASH 

BKN025 

INTER 0804/0808 3000 -TSRA SCT010 SCT050CB 

INTER 0808/0812 5000 BKN010 

T 18 18 17 15 Q 1003 1003 1008 1009 

If your ETA at YMER is 080815 UTC, the lowest visibility forecast for your arrival is? 

C. 5000 m 

Ques1on 3 

While cruising at A045 OCTA you no;ce that another aircraZ is converging on you from the leZ at the same 

level. You should? 

B. Maintain your present height and heading but be prepared to take ac1on to avoid a collision if necessary 

Ques1on 4 

At a non-towered aerodrome, the latest recommended posi;on at which an aircraZ should join the circuit is? 

B. On the downwind leg at mid-field 

Ques1on 5 

A METAR is rou;nely issued? 
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B. on the hour and half hour  

Ques1on 6 

What is the effect of increased pressure al;tude on take-off distance? 

A. It increases the take-off distance 

Ques1on 7 

Two aircraZ of the same type are flying near each other in ISA condi;ons, but aircraZ 1 is at 4000 Z AMSL with 

1013 HPA set on the al;meter subscale, and aircraZ 2 at 4500 Z AMSL with 1003 HPa set. The actual ver;cal 

separa;on between the aircraZ is closest to? 

C. 800 E 

Ques1on 8 

Given the airport eleva;on is 900 Z AMSL. If the pilot sets the QNH, the barometric al;meter reading would 

be? 

D. 900 E 

Ques1on 9 

TAS and IAS are the same at? 

D. At sea level, in ISA condi1ons, with no posi1on or instrument errors 

Ques1on 10 

What forces act through the Centre of Gravity (CG)? 

B. Weight 

 

 

 

 

 


