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Welcome to another edition of YMURmurs newsletter. This edition includes reports on our mini open day, a 

presentation from CASA on decision making and about changes to Ballina airspace, info about our State of 

Origin Comp in June, and the second half of Bill’s flyaway story from last century!! And a day trip to Tenterfield. 

Please let us know if you have any suggestions on things you’d like to see included and how we could make it 

more interesting or relevant to your world of aviation.  

Email us at:   news@ymur.com.au 

Philip Arthur & Bill Dennis   

President: Martyn Jackson 0410 669 704   

Secretary: Bruce Gard 0418 518 000    

https://ymur.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/macymur
mailto:news@ymur.com.au
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Snippets from April committee meeting 

We welcomed new member, David Procida to the Club. David resides in Willow Vale Qld and has been flying for 

about two years. He’s done all his flight training with Airways Aviation. Jason and has about 110 hours so far, all 

on 172s. Hoping to fly more and gaining his PPL. He’s also interested in an instrument rating.  

RYC had 35.6 flying hours during March with 568 hours to date on the engine.  

A 50 hourly for RYC was due (and has been since completed). Other maintenance issues were refixing the cover 

for the co-pilot yoke, repairing the fastener which holds the co-pilot’s door open, and repair/replacement of 

some of the dash panel.  

We had a very successful Mini Open Day which incorporated passenger seats being made available to the 

young attendants of the Mini Open Day held earlier in the morning. Feedback from this endeavour was 

extremely positive with many thanks from prospective students. Thanks to Gary Field from 94.1 FM for his 

promotion for the day on his radio station. A list of prospective pilots and members attending on the day is 

held for follow-up. 

Discussion on a security upgrade around the Clubhouse and RYC hangar. The committee approval installation of 

a moderately priced, 4 camera, mobile phone accessible, security system. Bill Dennis volunteered to install an 

appropriate system. 

Snippets from May committee meeting 

RYC flew 21.8 hours in April 

The annual membership fee is due by June 30th. We won’t be sending invoices as that just costs money. All 

members are requested to transfer $85 into our club bank account with a reference stating “annual fee [your 

name]” (eg annual fee Martyn Jackson) before July 1 or you will no longer be current and not able to hire RYC 

after that date. Bank details are: 

Account Name: Murwillumbah Aero Club. BSB: 032563  Account No. 560358 

And a reminder to all members that when you fill out the flight docket THE WHITE SHEET REMAINS IN THE 

BOOK. Please take the blue sheet as your copy.  

We also recommend that all pilots take a photo of the VDO and tacho before and after flying to make it easier 

to record your flight times.  
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Gary Clarke is preparing a standard for Club flight reviews so that pilots can prepare better and perform better 

on the day. 

The State of Origin Flying Comp against Redcliffe will be on Saturday 13th June. There will be a dinner at the 

Imperial Hotel in the evening for the presentation of the trophy to the winning team. It’s important that we 

retain the trophy as it was a very close result last time Redcliffe visited YMUR in 2024. Please let us know if 

you’re taking part in the comp and also if you’re joining us for dinner at the Imperial Hotel. It should be a great 

day and night. 
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Murwillumbah Aero Club 
Calendar 2026 

Updated 14 May 2026 

Month DATE TIME 
(NSW) 

TIME 
(QLD)   

January Sun 18 Jan 08:00 07:00 Working bee at clubrooms (Garden and Interior) 

February 
Sun 1 Feb 26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp 

Mon 9 Feb '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

March 
Sun 1 Mar '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp 

Mon 9 Mar '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

April 

Sun 12 Apr '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 
Mon 13 Apr '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sat 25 Apr '26     Anzac Day Fly Over 
Thurs 7 May ‘26 19:00 CASA AvSafety Seminar in clubroom 

Mon 11 May '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sun 17 May '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

June 

Sun 7 Jun '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 
     1hr Pilot info session in clubroom 

Sat 13 Jun '26  "State of Origin" spot landing comp at YMUR 
Mon 15 Jun '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sat 27 Jun '26     Gatton Airpark Breakfast Fly-in 
Tue 30 Jun '26   Club Membership renewal deadline 

July 
Sun 5 Jul '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Club Open Day  

Mon 13 Jul '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

August 
Sun 2 Aug '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 10 Aug '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

September 

Sun 6 Sep '26 00:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Sat 12 Sep '26     
Shute Harbour Runway Dinner 
Possible fly-away 

Mon 14 Sep '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 
  08:00 Inter Club Challenge 

October 
Sun 4 Oct '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

1hr Info session  
Mon 12 Oct '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

November 
Sun 1 Nov '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 9 Nov '26 19:00 18:00 Annual General Meeting 
Sun 29 Nov '26 12:00 11:00 End of Year Party / Presentations 

December Mon 7 Dec '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 
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Mini open day  

Our mini open day on April 12th was a great success. After a breakfast BBQ and a welcome from President 

Marty, Gary Clarke ran a pilot briefing session for would be student pilots of various ages from 8.30am to 

9.30am. The purpose of the morning was to provide budding pilots with a "How to get started in aviation as a 

pilot" session as well as the chance to fly as passengers on a few circuits. The content included  

1. Getting an ARN 

2. Getting a medical 

3. Getting an ASIC  

4. What a TIF involves 

5. What books to purchase 

6. Headset options  

7. Maps / Charts.  

There was a starter kit ready for them which included the ARN application form, DAME contacts and locations, 

ASIC requirements, recommended books / log book, headset options and costs...etc  It was handed out in the 

morning so they could go away and start the process of getting ready to fly.  

 

 
 

We had some great feedback from the day. Some examples: 

“Thank you for the fantastic day Sunday; I'm really interested in learning what it takes to potentially become a 

pilot so it was a very special visit for me. Since Sunday I have gotten myself an ARN and am booked in for a class 

1+2 Medical Exam tomorrow; I hope everything comes up golden.” 

 

“Thank you Murwillumbah Aero Club. Really appreciate how you inspire our youth. My son can’t wait to get 

underway in his desired career.” 

 

“If you want to learn to fly - or at least look under the bonnet so to speak, I highly recommend having a chat to 

Gary! He’s super passionate and has all the info you’ll need to make the leap.” 
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April flying day results 

Name Normal Flapless Glide Total 

Nick Christian 15 0 25 40 

Bill Dennis 0 0 0 0 

Jason Prigoone 0 0 0 0 

Gary Clarke 5 0 0 5 
Neville Newell 0 0 0 0 

Alan Peacock 0 0 25 25 
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CASA presentation  

About 40 club members turned up on the evening of Thursday 7th May to meet with representatives from CASA 

and Air Services. After a brief welcome from Vice President Brenton, Rob Whittle from CASA talked about how 

we, as pilots, make decisions, how to improve our decision making and how to avoid pitfalls. Some decisions 

are made when we have plenty of time, like when we’re preflight planning, while some are time critical when 

we have to react quickly. We need to be prepared for eventualities, while not rushing our decision making. In 

aviation we’re operating in a hostile environment with numerous threats to deal with. Some threats we need 

to be aware of are the weather, our aircraft itself, other aviators, our passengers, LAMEs, employers or other 

club members.  We need to anticipate “what ifs” and use resources we have on the ground before we depart 

(maybe deciding not to go flying that day). In-flight resources include the information available on electronic 

flight bag software like OzRunways and AvPlan, air traffic control, other pilots in the vicinity, and our own 

passengers.   

 

  

 

After a break when everyone chatted while enjoying some delicious food prepared by Fay Gard, Rob presented 

about the introduction of controlled airspace around Ballina from 9th July. The airspace has been the site of 

some incidents in past years, so in 2017 CASA formally recognised the airspace risks and started to look at ways 
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to keep aircraft separated. Initially they put in a radio service but it created a few more problems than it solved 

such as radio frequency congestion.  

 

Later a mandatory broadcast area was introduced and recently a flight information service and that’s what is 

operating now, with air traffic controllers based in Brisbane. However, there have still been problems. As a 

result, from 9th July it will become a CTR with D Class controlled airspace, similar to Archerfield and Sunshine 

Coast, with an on-site “tower” staffed by Air Services air traffic controllers. The tower will operate from 7am 

until 8pm, 7 days per week. It will have its own ATIS frequency. 

 

 

 

Rob listed and explained the numerous preferred visual approach waypoints to the north, south and west. A 

new VTC is already available online but it will only be relevant from 9th July. You can access it here now if you 

want to check it out:  

 

https://www.airservicesaustralia.com/aip/pending/aipchart/vtc/Gold_Coast_VTC_09JUL2026.pdf  

  
 

https://www.airservicesaustralia.com/aip/pending/aipchart/vtc/Gold_Coast_VTC_09JUL2026.pdf
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More information about the airspace changes can be found here: 

https://consultation.casa.gov.au/stakeholder-engagement-group/ballina-preferred-airspace-design/  

 

The Ballina CTR will extend from the surface to 1500ft AMSL with Delta airspace above to 4500ft. There will be 

Charlie airspace above 4500ft. The control zone will be active from 7am – 8pm. We will need to squawk 3000 

on the transponder and call up the tower and receive a response from the controller before entering the 

control zone, similar to Archerfield and Sunshine Coast.  

 

Two ALAs that are presently in the mandatory broadcast zone will be outside the CTR. These are Blueberry 

Fields and Alstonville South. Alstonville will operate on Lismore frequency 132.45MHz from 9th July. Blueberry 

Fields will be on 127.55MHz, the same frequency as Tyagarah and YMUR.  

 

https://consultation.casa.gov.au/stakeholder-engagement-group/ballina-preferred-airspace-design/
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Section of the new Gold Coast VTC valid from 9th July 

 

Plan for a flying school at YMUR 

Martyn Jackson, Cam Baines and Gary Clarke are planning to start a Part 141 (non-

integrated) Flight Training operation (Murwillumbah Flight Training or MFT) at YMUR in the 

second half of this year. MFT will be a stand-alone organisation that operates as an 

independent financial entity and will have no financial dependency on MAC. It will rent 

space from the aeroclub and work with the aero club to maximise the benefit to our 

members. The aim is to use a number of aircraft, including RYC, to undertake check flights 

and flight reviews for members, as well as train members and student pilots for RPLs PPLs, 

CPLs and Instructor Ratings. They will also be able to test for Manual Propeller Pitch Control 

(MPPC) and Retractable Undercarriage (RU) endorsements. MFT will provide Flight Theory 

support for students to help them pass flight theory exams. They are currently obtaining the 

requisite approvals from CASA and will be presenting their ideas to an Extraordinary General 

Meeting of the Club in the coming weeks. 

 



 

 
YMUR Murmurs #8            Page 13  

 

 

Tenterfield day trip 

By Bill Dennis 

On Saturday 9th of May, Philip Arthur, Bill Dennis and Bruce Gard set off for a day trip out 

west. We answered the invitation from the “Friends of Tenterfield Airport” to attend their 

fly-in. Weather was perfect with a light easterly and CAVOK conditions.  

After an early morning local flight by Dean Litherland, we filled RYC’s tanks to the brim, 

added some oil and cleaned the windscreens. It was like an F1 pitstop! With W&B checked, 

Philip lodged his flight plan from his iPad, pre-flighted RYC and we were ready to go. 

Philip suggested we go via Warwick to visit friends who have a house/hangar on the airfield.  

We took off from runway 19 and Philip’s climbing left turn saw us depart to the west from 

overhead YMUR. Bruce, sitting in the copilot’s seat, set up the Garmin with the two 

waypoints for the leg to Warwick. With a flight time of about 50 minutes, we cruised at 

6,500ft to clear the range and to meet hemispherical guidelines. 

 

Overhead the Scenic Rim with Mt Lindsay at 1 o’clock 
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After landing at Warwick, we taxied directly to our hosts’ open hangar. Coffee and cake was 

then served on their balcony overlooking the road which ran along the houses on the non-

airside side. 

After an hour of chatting and inspecting the hangar toys, Philip set off for the second leg to 

Tenterfield, this time with Bill in the copilot’s seat. With an elevation of 2,600ft, circuit height 

at Tenterfield is 3,600ft. Something unusual for us sea-level folk!   

 

Warwick 
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Tenterfield 
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We arrived just before the 11am cut-off. The grass strip was undulating and dotted with 

tough grass clumps that rattled the landing gear although RYC handled it without complaint.  

We were among the last aircraft to arrive, parking at the end of about 30 aircraft of various 

shapes and sizes. It was an excellent turnout.  

 

 

 

We made a beeline for the BBQ tent for a sausage and egg burger thing. There were a couple 

of air displays including water bombing for bushfires and flying demonstrations by model 

aircraft. We walked among the selection of classic cars that had all three of us reminiscing 

about our youth. Of course there were plenty of local crafts, preserves and sauces for sale, 

some of which followed us home!  There were many other displays from local community 

interest groups. We saw a well-used but much loved DeHavilland Beaver and warbirds 

including a Beechcraft Mentor and beautiful T6 Texan. 
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Bill flew the final leg from Tenterfield back to Murwillumbah. An uneventful straight shot at 

7,500ft saw us back at YMUR in under an hour. All in all, a great day making full use of our 

fantastic club aircraft and the privilege to fly it anywhere.  
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Phillip, Bruce and Bill at Tenterfield 
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My passion for flying 
 
By Gary Clarke  
 
At the age of 65, I am still as passionate about flying as when I was 12 years old. So where did this appetite 
to become a pilot come from?  
 

 
 
Well, it started when I was growing up in Parkes, NSW. I attended an open day at the Aero Club and was 
invited to take a joy flight in a Cessna 310 with a pilot named Jack Broderick. He sat me in the front seat and 
when we were in the cruise above town he said, “Ok Gary, your turn to fly”. I took the controls and he 
guided me to climb, descend, turn and keep it level. 
 
I got out and said to Dad, “I want to be a pilot and fly the big planes”. He said, “Ok let’s work out how we can 
get you there.” 
 
I used to ask Dad to take me to the airport to watch the Fokker Friendship land and take off.  One night the 
plane came in early. I asked the pilot could I check out the cockpit and he took me into the cockpit and sat 
me in the left seat. I was in awe of the gauges and switches. I was so excited to have been in that seat and 
made it my goal that I would one day be flying commercially.  
 
I went to the aero club at the age of 16 and met the flying instructor (Rob Glenn) and he said “It’s $24 per 
hour to learn but I ferry the aircraft to Forbes every Saturday so you can have a free lesson over and a free 
lesson back”. I was earning $60 per week at Woolies so I was given 3 hours a weekend (a discount for being 
at school).  



 

 
YMUR Murmurs #8            Page 20  

 

 

I was on my way and could not wait for each Saturday to come around so I could do my flying. Everyone at 
the Forbes Aero Club was so supportive and helpful, it was amazing. I was part of this great community of 
aviators.  
 
One of my fondest memories is when I was doing circuits with my instructor and he said “Pull up on this one. 
I need to do a wee”. He got out, closed the door and said through the window “Oh Gary, go and do a circuit 
on your own and come back and pick me up.” I taxied back and took off and did one circuit on my own and 
when I landed and picked up the instructor, he said “Well done. That was your first solo flight!” I was just so 
excited. I had achieved this amazing milestone and now nothing was going to stop me. 
 
Interestingly when I was at school, I told my teachers that I wanted to be a pilot and they laughed and told 
me I wasn’t smart enough to be a pilot. Then one teacher, Des Wann (Maths Master) called me aside and 
told me that I could do whatever I wanted to do and not listen to the other teachers. I achieved 172 out of 
500 in my HSC but I wasn’t focussed on the school subjects, just what I was doing in aviation. The moral to 
that story is don’t ever let anyone tell you that you can’t achieve something.  
 
When I left school, I worked two jobs and all my money went towards my flying. The aero club at Forbes 
gave me opportunities to tug gliders and take aircraft for maintenance, supporting my goal to gain 
experience and accumulate hours.  
 
 

 
 
Once I had my PPL and Night Rating, I would take school mates away for weekend trips to get more hours 
and experience. Mum and Dad were very supportive of my flying, but they didn’t have the finances to help 
with my CPL.  
 
I had a good job working at Telstra in Sydney and I would save up money and study my CPL subjects. I went 
to TAFE and passed my CPL and IREX exams and then I focussed on my flying out of Bankstown Airport. All of 
a sudden, I was on my way to taking the next step and finally passed my CPL and Instrument Rating. I then 
went on to do my instructor rating and started working part time on weekends to build more hours and gain 
more experience. I love instructing, as it enables me to support others to achieve their aviation goals. So, 
from that point till now, here’s a snapshot of my achievements: 
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• Grade 1 Flying Instructor 

• Opened a flying school at Bankstown Airport 

• Flew for a regional airline out of Newcastle 

• Flew for the Royal Flying Doctors out of Sydney 

• Obtained my Flight-Testing approvals 

• Now flying for a regional airline out of Brisbane 
 
And so much more!! 
 
In summary my message to you is that aviation is a passion. It’s addictive and runs in your blood and makes 
you feel amazing. If you’re reading this short story, embrace your flying and enjoy the amazing adventures 
that comes with it. If you’re looking to start your flying, then remember, it’s all about the passion and the 
desire to get there. Don’t ever let anyone tell you it’s not possible. Dream BIG ! 
 
Finally, when I got my first airline job, I told Mum and Dad that all their support and hard work was paying 
off. My Dad just happened to be at the Parkes Leagues Club that night and saw the teachers standing around 
having a beer. He walked over and said “You know that imbecile son of mine? He just got a job as a pilot 
flying for an airline.” That beer went down so well. 
 
 

Interest in flyaways? 

The good weather time of year must be arriving soon so there’ll be chances to get away. We’d like to gauge 

members’ interest for flyaways this year. Some suggestions are: 

• Gatton Airpark for lunch (or they have a breakfast there on 27th June) 

• Yamba (Palmers Island) for lunch at the beach 

• Evans Head aviation museum with lunch at the surf club 

• Straddie Breakfast at Dunwich  

 
Yamba 
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Gatton Airpark 

If there is interest, some members have access to aircraft apart from RYC so we could go as a group. Register 

your interest on the WhatsApp group or text/phone Philip Arthur on 0412117510.  
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The MAC flight review process 

By Gary Clarke 

 

Hi Folks, 

In reviewing the flight review process at MAC, the committee has decided to implement a more structured 

approach that will provide more consistency and enable members to better plan prior to conducting their VFR 

flight review. 

REMEMBER: The flight review is NOT a test but it's to ensure that the pilot is competent and maintains the 

tolerances provided in MOS schedule 8. Refer: https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2014L01102/latest/text  

Here is the Flight review process going forward.   

1. There will be a ground component which comes from the PPL Flight Test form 61-1488 (see below). You can 

study in the VFRG and the purpose of the ground component is to ensure that a base line of VFR flight 

knowledge is maintained. This will also open up further discussion on certain areas and again is not a test but 

to ensure sound VFR flight knowledge.  

2. The flight component doesn’t have to be a fixed menu. It will consist of a nav via the training area to 

another airport for circuits and a landing. That could be Ballina (class D as of the 9th July 2026), Gold Coast 

(class C) or Lismore, depending on your preference. In the training area we will do upper airwork including 

stalls, steep turns, a practise forced landing and some instrument flying / unusual attitude recovery.  At 

Ballina/Gold Coast/Lismore we will do some circuits then land, do a full stop and taxi off. We will then start up 

and depart back to YMUR where we will finish up with a precautionary search & landing and full stop.  

Note: For those that want to, we can arrange to do a communications failure arrival at YBNA so you can follow 

the procedure and get a light signal on arrival. (We will need to give ATC prior notice for this procedure). 

3. The flight Tolerances (excerpt below) are those laid out in MOS schedule 8 - Aeroplane general flight 

tolerances – private level.  

 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2014L01102/latest/text
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Remember to bring your licence, medical and logbook to the review.  For the flight, ensure you have current 

maps and charts, documents etc. These may be installed on your IPAD if you use Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) 

software like Oz Runways or Avplan. You may also use your EFB and also the aircraft GPS during the flight. 

Some members may want to gain more knowledge or experience with the Garmin GNX375 during the review. If 

so, you can download the app for free anytime and gain some practice. https://www.garmin.com/en-

US/p/685256/  

 

How it appears on an IPad: 

 

https://www.garmin.com/en-US/p/685256/
https://www.garmin.com/en-US/p/685256/
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Remember if your flight review deadline is approaching you can contact Cam (cambaines@bigpond.com) or 

Gary (geclarke777@gmail.com) to arrange a date that suits and also have a chat about the review and we can 

assist with answering any questions or concerns you have prior.  

If you have any questions, just ask!! 

 

 

mailto:cambaines@bigpond.com
mailto:geclarke777@gmail.com
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Flying safaris in the “olden days” – Part 2 

by Bill Dennis 

Gone are the days when we used AvFax for accessing weather and NOTAMs, and pretty much also 

gone are the days of NDBs, DMEs and VORs. However, it’s worth remembering that not so long ago 

there was no such thing as the internet and GPS was a novelty and pretty basic. How times have 

changed. Bill Dennis wrote the following article about one of several fly-aways he did in a Cessna 210 

from his home base in Latrobe Valley via Moorabbin. On this trip, Bill logged over 27 hours of flight 

time in 10 days, providing invaluable experience.  

The article was printed in the monthly magazine produced by the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 

Association (AOPA) in March and April 1995. It makes interesting reading when you compare it to 

how we do things these days. This is part 2. The first part was in the previous edition of Murmurs. 
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A simple guide to RYC’s GMA 340 audio panel 
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RYC currency reminder 

Just a reminder that members can only fly VH-RYC, our C172, solo if you’re current flying that particular 

aircraft. Every plane is different so even if you’ve flown another 172 you’re only “current” if you’ve flown RYC as 

PIC within the past 90 days. This stipulation is a requirement of our insurance policy. You have to write your 

due date for currency on the invoice before you fly. If you haven’t flown in the past 90 days, a check flight with 

one of our approved instructor members will set you up to go solo. Call one of the following instructors to 

arrange a time for a check flight: 

 

The Flight Docket  

Our flight docket (as shown to the right) 

that must be filled out when you hire C172 

RYC.  

Please fill out all parts of the form each 

time you fly including date and time of 

your flight. This helps our bookkeeper 

immensely. 

Also remember that it’s up to you as pilot in 

command to include any landing/parking 

fees (if applicable) along with hours flown in 

your invoice and pay on the day of your 

flight. To make things easier we’ve posted a 

list of the most common landing strips in 

the local area on the notice board along 

with the cost for landing/parking at each 

one. Please check this list first and add the 

relevant amount to your invoice after you’ve 

completed your flight. If the airstrip or 

airport isn’t listed, please contact the ARO 

of the relevant location and ask them what 

the landing fee/parking fee (if anything) is. 

And if you buy fuel away from YMUR you 

may deduct an amount for the fuel from 

your bill. If the fuel costs you less per litre 

than at YMUR then deduct the amount you 

actually paid. If it costs more, then deduct the amount you would’ve paid at YMUR for that many litres. So if 

you fill up at Bourke and it costs you $4 per litre, only deduct the amount it would’ve costed you at YMUR (say 

for example $2.90). 

We appreciate all members’ co-operation with filling out the form, including all landing fees, each time you hire 

the aircraft. Also note that the hire rate is currently $290 per hour. 

Gary 0409 646 242    Cam 0488 198 544 

Dominic 0423 283 893 Jason 0402 765 317 
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