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YMURmurs 

MURWILLUMBAH AERO CLUB NEWSLETTER   No. 9         June / July 2026 

h"ps://ymur.com.au/            h"ps://www.facebook.com/macymur 

 

 

 

 

This edi8on of the YMURmurs newsle"er includes  

• news on Murwillumbah Flight Training, a new flight school that will be based at YMUR 

• a story on avia8on icon Bob Tait, who died a couple of months ago aFer teaching avia8on theory to 

thousands of Australian and interna8onal pilots for almost 60 years 

• a recent visitor to MAC who is a re8red RAAF engineer 

• a summary of the new ATC requirements around Ballina 

Please let us know if you have any sugges8ons on things you’d like to see included and how we could make it 

more interes8ng or relevant to your world of avia8on. Email us at:   news@ymur.com.au 

  

President: Martyn Jackson 0410 669 704   

Secretary: Bruce Gard 0418 518 000    
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July flying day results 

Name Normal Flapless Glide Total 

Jason 15 25 5 45 

Sherie 0 0 0 0 

Nick C 25 5 0 30 

Gary 0 25 0 25 

Nev 5 0 0 5 

 

 



 

 

YMUR Murmurs #9            Page 3  

 

 

July comp day photos 
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June commi5ee mee6ng notes 

RYC flew 10 hours in May.  

Addi8onal provisions have been made for the new hangar, repain8ng of RYC and towards the cost of a new 

engine when required. The total is $47k for this financial year. 

20 hours were leF to 100 hourly. A new seat rail will be installed. 

 

July commi5ee mee6ng notes 

The Club made a small surplus of $5,700 for the 25/26 financial year aFer allowing for provisions of $20,000 for 

the hangar replacement, $20,000 for the replacement of RYC’s engine and $7,000 for pain8ng of RYC. 

RYC flew 8.7 hours in June. As of 13th July, there are 16 hours remaining un8l the next service. 

For the next flying comp day on Sunday 2nd August Gary Clarke will hold a half hour briefing on flying into the 

new Ballina class delta airspace before the comp begins. Par8cipants can plan a flight in and out of Ballina and 

will be able to fly down there aFer the comp is finished. The briefing will start at 8am and last about half an 

hour.  

We will have a working bee on Sunday 9th August to clean the clubhouse. 

The interclub flying comp against Air Gold Coast and Airways Avia8on will be held on Sunday 27th September. 

The annual membership fee was due on June 30th. All members who haven’t yet paid are requested to transfer 

$85 into our club bank account with a reference sta8ng “annual fee [your name]” (eg annual fee Martyn 

Jackson). You are no longer current and not permi"ed to hire RYC un8l the membership fee is paid. Bank 

details are:  Account Name: Murwillumbah Aero Club. BSB: 032563  Account No. 560358 

 

RYC currency reminder 

Just a reminder that members can only fly VH-RYC, our C172, solo if you’re current flying that par8cular 

aircraF. Every plane is different so even if you’ve flown another 172 you’re only “current” if you’ve flown RYC as 

PIC within the past 90 days. This s8pula8on is a requirement of our insurance policy. You have to write your 

due date for currency on the invoice before you fly. If you haven’t flown in the past 90 days, a check flight with 

one of our approved instructor members will set you up to go solo. Call one of the following instructors to 

arrange a 8me for a check flight: 

 

 

 

Gary 0409 646 242    Cam 0488 198 544 

Dominic 0423 283 893 Jason 0402 765 317 
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Murwillumbah Aero Club 

Calendar 2026 
Updated 13 July 2026 

Month DATE 
TIME 

(NSW) 

TIME 

(QLD)   

July 
Sun 5 Jul '26 08:00 

Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Club Open Day  

Mon 13 Jul '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

August 

Sun 2 Aug '26 08:00 
Ballina ATC briefing followed by Club Flying Comp & 

Quiz and possible flight to Ballina 

Sun 9 Aug ‘26 08:30 Working bee to clean clubhouse 

Mon 10 Aug '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

September 

Sun 6 Sep '26 Fathers’ Day No flying comp 

Sun 13 Sep '26 08:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 14 Sep '26 19:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

Sun 27 Sep ‘26  08:00 Inter Club Challenge MAC/Airways Aviation/AGC 

October 
Sun 4 Oct '26 08:00 07:00 

Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

1hr Info session  

Mon 12 Oct '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

November 

Sun 1 Nov '26 08:00 07:00 Club Flying Comp & Quiz 

Mon 9 Nov '26 19:00 18:00 Annual General Meeting 

Sun 29 Nov '26 12:00 11:00 End of Year Party / Presentations 

December Mon 7 Dec '26 19:00 18:00 Monthly Committee Meeting 

     

 

 

Ballina 
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MFT Update 

 

Great news to date in rela8on to the progress of Murwillumbah Flight Training (MFT). The following are the 

steps we have taken to have the flight training organisa8on opera8onal by early August.  

1. We have finalised a Memorandum of Understanding between MAC and MFT. This document that will 

be emailed to all members, provides clarity on the working rela8onship between the two en88es 

going forward.  

2. MFT are in the final stages of having the AOC (part 141) issued by CASA. 

3. A final inspec8on of the opera8ng premises will take place soon by CASA and the ground floor area of 

the club has been set up ready for the inspec8on to meet the regulatory requirements going forward.  

4. A 25% discount for new and exis8ng AVPLAN subscribers has been nego8ated for MFT and MAC 

members.  

5. The MFT website is now live and all you need to do is go into google and type in flym1 and it will 

direct you to the site or click on this link: h"ps://www.flymF.com.au  

6. MFT will have a dedicated contact number 0491 830 340 for contact and enquiries.  

7. MFT are working through the fleet that will be used for the flight training opera8ons. 

8. Club members will get a discount when they book through MFT for flight reviews, check rides and 

training.  

There will be lots of good ac8vity taking place and the benefits to club members will be valuable, given there 

will be a flight training organisa8on working with the club to support the club.  
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Ballina is now a CTR – clearance required 

Ballina CTR is now ac8ve. It is now Class Delta controlled airspace with Class Charlie around and above it. 

During tower opera8ng hours you’ll need to squawk 3000, obtain the ATIS and contact the Ballina Tower for a 

clearance before entering. Approach and Tower hours are 7am to 8pm daily. 

If you’re planning on flying south of Byron Bay first familiarise yourself with the latest ERSA and VTC, either on 

paper or on Avplan/Ozrunways. Note that to be airside you need to have a valid ASIC and wear a high-vis vest. 

As men8oned above Gary Clarke will hold a briefing session star8ng at 8:00am on the morning of our flying 

comp on 2nd August for anyone who’s interested to plan and then fly into Ballina in the company of others. 

 

 

The new VTC chart 
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There’s a new CASA Stay-on-track flying the Gold Coast publica8on with more details: 

h"ps://www.casa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-09/stay-ontrack-flying-the-gold-coast.pdf 
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Club discount on avplan subscrip6on 

We have arranged a 25% discount for an avplan subscrip8on for MAC members who either sign up or renew 

their subscrip8on. Talk to Gary Clarke to find out how. Up to three portable devices (tablets and smartphones) 

for inflight use plus a web-based version for planning purposes. 
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Re6red RAAF engineer takes part in July flying comp 

One of our guests at our monthly Club gathering on 5th July was John Lu"on, former RAAF officer, who recently 

moved to Murwillumbah. Gary Clarke took John up for a few circuits as part of the monthly spot landing comp.  

Born in 1955, John comes from an air force family and 

was used to moving around the country with his father’s 

various pos8ngs.  As a youngster with his parents and 

three siblings, he also spent several years in Malaysia 

with his father typically working on Hercules planes and 

the love of aircraF and associated industries became well 

intrenched at a young age.  John was fascinated with 

aircraF as a child and had hopes of training as a pilot. 

Whilst that wasn’t meant to be John studied and 

graduated with a BA in Engineering in 1978 and soon 

aFer joined the RAAF, gradua8ng from officers training 

school at Point Cook in Victoria to become an Aeronau8cal Engineering Officer. John is on the right in the 

gradua8on photo above. 

He lived and worked across Australia and abroad, working in Saudi Arabia for 18 years. Proud of his study, work 

and life achievements within the RAAF, with BAE systems and across the private sector, John was also involved 

in teaching and training posi8ons.  His love of all things aeronau8cal has been a passion most of his life.  

Although a commercial licence wasn’t to be, a private licence and working around aircraF and within the 

defence sector has sa8ated his love of flying.  Following a diagnosis of MS in 2005 and Parkinson’s Disease in 

2018, Melbourne became his home base with health symptoms forcing him into early re8rement from his 

rewarding and much-loved engineering posi8on. In recent years, John moved to Murwillumbah to be closer to 

family.  

Whilst John has been living with Parkinson’s and MS for many years now, he remains posi8ve and open to 

medical and prac8cal interven8ons. As an engineer, he looks for opportuni8es to inves8gate the latest 

technologies, like his laser light walker and a Deep Brain S8mulator which has worked very well in controlling 

his tremors.   John receives in home and community support but is able to remain living independently.  

Enjoying gerng out, he a"ends weekly German lessons, hydro and 

local music and social events and loves a good chai!  John has also 

recently taken up choir to help with projec8ng his voice (impacted by 

Parkinsons’). 

Like all of us, John has had both posi8ve and nega8ve experiences in 

life but doesn’t let things stand in his way and coming to MAC was 

another opportunity he has been supported to take up.  He strives to 

be open to the future and whatever is installed for him, remaining 

open to new experiences since his move to the area. John now lives on 

Hospital Hill with fabulous views of the cane fields and mountain range 

beyond. His elevated home allows him to watch RYC and other light 

aircraF fly past and Flightradar 24 allows him to iden8fy the planes. He 

was over the moon about being able to fly in RYC and now wants to 

join MAC and a"end Club events. 

John, Gary and John’s Key Support Worker Therese, a>er their flight 
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Vale Bob Tait  

Bob Tait, famous for his avia8on theory books and flight theory school based at Redcliffe airport, passed away 

on 6th May aged 85. He was an avia8on “legend” and received numerous awards over his career, including an 

honour at the Australian Avia8on Hall of Fame at the HARS museum at Shell Harbour.  

h"ps://www.aahof.com.au/inductees/robert-stuart-charles-tait  

 

Bob Tait’s portrait centre, next to Kingsford Smith 

At his avia8on theory school, Bob taught thousands of student pilots and wrote best-selling books that were 

used by countless budding aviators to help them pass their theory exams and fulfill their dreams to fly. He 

received numerous awards for his flying skills and passion for avia8on and educa8on. During the 1990’s he 

wrote ar8cles for various publica8ons to further help educate GA pilots. Some of these ar8cles, s8ll as relevant 

today as when they were wri"en, appear in Murmurs from 8me to 8me. By generously dona8ng the ar8cles, 

Bob demonstrated his desire to pass on his knowledge to as many pilots as possible. Although he became 

known as an icon in the industry, his rise to top avia8on educator wasn’t exactly planned, as you’ll see in the 

ar8cle below that is based on a 2016 interview. 
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Get up to speed with RYC’s avionics at home 

If you want to gain more knowledge or experience with the Garmin GNX375 in RYC before you fly download 

the app for free any8me and gain some prac8ce. h"ps://www.garmin.com/en-US/p/685256/  

How it appears on an IPad: 
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A simple guide to RYC’s GMA 340 audio panel 
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The Flight Docket  

Our flight docket (as shown to the right) 

that must be filled out when you hire C172 

RYC.  

Please fill out all parts of the form each 

Ame you fly including date and Ame of 

your flight. This helps our bookkeeper 

immensely. 

Also remember that it’s up to you as pilot in 

command to include any landing/parking 

fees (if applicable) along with hours flown in 

your invoice and pay on the day of your 

flight. To make things easier we’ve posted a 

list of the most common landing strips in 

the local area on the no8ce board along 

with the cost for landing/parking at each 

one. Please check this list first and add the 

relevant amount to your invoice aFer you’ve 

completed your flight. If the airstrip or 

airport isn’t listed, please contact the ARO 

of the relevant loca8on and ask them what 

the landing fee/parking fee (if anything) is. 

And if you buy fuel away from YMUR you 

may deduct an amount for the fuel from 

your bill. If the fuel costs you less per litre 

than at YMUR then deduct the amount you 

actually paid. If it costs more, then deduct the amount you would’ve paid at YMUR for that many litres. So if 

you fill up at Bourke and it costs you $4 per litre, only deduct the amount it would’ve costed you at YMUR (say 

for example $2.90). We appreciate all members’ co-opera8on with filling out the form, including all landing 

fees, each 8me you hire the aircraF. Also note that the hire rate is currently $290 per hour. 

And a reminder to all members that when you fill out the flight docket the white sheet remains in the book. 

Please take the blue sheet as your copy.  

We also recommend that all pilots take a photo of the VDO and tacho before and aFer flying to make it easier 

to record your flight 8mes.  

  



 

 

YMUR Murmurs #9            Page 19  

 

 

 

.  

 


